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Lent  

Lent is the forty days (not including Sundays) that lead up to Easter, and it begins on Ash Wednesday (March 1st, this year). 
This season of Lent in the Christian year is a time of review and reflection.  Lent is an opportunity for each of us to review our 
spiritual life and to reflect upon our relationship with Jesus Christ.  During Lent I encourage you to set daily prayer and devo-
tional reading as a priority.  Each day take a few moments, begin with a brief prayer, read a few verses of scripture as you feel 
led, and close with a prayer for your relationships, the church, God’s will for you, and share your other joys and concerns of the 
day with God.  Please remember that giving the time for this daily exercise is more important than what you say in your prayers 
or what you meditate upon.  Consider the following story. 
 
Early in the 80's, a minister was serving a small congregation in Los Angeles.  The custodian of the church took as much interest 
in those who came to pray and meditate as he did the upkeep of the church. 
 
One man in particular attracted his attention.  This man dropped by the church briefly every day at about noon.  He would walk 
down the center aisle, stand at the chancel steps and stare at the altar for a moment.  Then he would leave. 
 
The custodian was concerned.  The man was not well-dressed.  He was not the cleanest.  He did not always walk steadily.  The 
custodian mentioned his concern to the minister, who suggested the custodian simply ask the man if there was anything the 
church could do for him. 
 
When asked, the man said, “No, thank you.  I just come in every day and stand before the altar and say, ‘Jesus, it’s Jim.’  It’s not 
much of a prayer, I know, but I think God knows what I mean.” 
 
Months went by.  The custodian never again mentioned their daily visitor.  Then one morning the minister got a call from the 
Mother Superior of a home for aged men run by the Sisters of the Transfiguration.  These women ministered to men broken by 
life. 
 
The Mother Superior told the minister that Jim had been admitted, and he said that he would be out to visit him.  She met him at 
the door and said, “You know, Pastor, he has been here for two months.  He went into the most cantankerous ward we have.  
Every nun here has tried her best to bring some sense of joy and calm to that ward.  We failed.  Jim went into that ward and the 
place is transformed.  It is a new place.  I went to him two days ago and I asked, ‘Jim, how is it that you have been able to bring 
such joy and such a sense of peace to these men?’  And he said, ‘Oh, sister, it is because of my visitor.’” And she said, “I know 
he didn’t have any visitors.  That chair hadn’t been occupied the 60 days he has been here.  So I said, ‘Jim, what visitor?  I’ve 
never seen a visitor.’  And he said, ‘Sister, every day at noon, He comes and stands at the foot of my bed and says, “Jim, it’s 
Jesus.” 
 
If we make the effort, God will honor it.  
 
Pastor Evan 

 

Opportunities for Worship during Lent 
Ash Wednesday, March 1 at 7:00 p.m.at the Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, March 5 - Scripture: Genesis 2:15-3:21                              Message: “Do You Trust God?” 
Sunday, March 12 - Scripture:  John 3:1-17                                      Message: “What Needs to Change?” 
Sunday, March 19 - Scripture: John 4:5-4                                         Message: “We All Need Water” 
Sunday, March 26 - Scripture: John 9:1-41                                       Message: “Do You Understand 
Sunday, April 2 - Scripture:  John 11:1-45                                         Message: “Unbind him and Let him Go!” 
Sunday, April 9 - Palm Sunday - Scripture:  Matthew 21:1-11       Message: “Who Is This?” 
Good Friday, April 14 at 7:00 p.m. at Our Lady of the Lake Church 

 
 
 

Introducing Pastor Scott Otis 
On Tuesday, January 24 the Leadership team was invited to meet with our District  
Superintendent, Rev. Dwayne Bagley.  Rev. Bagley brought with him a candidate whom 
the Cabinet felt would be a good fit for Hope United Methodist Church.  This Candidate’s 
name had been floated to Jeff, Keith, Bonnie and Chris 2 weeks before.  Jeff’s reaction 
when he heard the name was “If I could hand pick my replacement, this would be it.”  At 
the time this candidate had not expressed any interest in relocating.  The problem was 
that this candidate is currently the pastor of a successful and growing church, which he 
started 14 years ago. 
Rev. Bagley did one heck of a sales job.  After meeting with the candidate and his wife, 
Rev. Bagley offered 24 hours for us to confer and come to a decision.   
When we went around the table we needed all of 2 minutes, we were that impressed.  
The Leadership team is pleased to announce that as of July 1

st
, 2017, Pastor Scott Otis 

will be the pastor for Hope UMC.  Pastor Scott announced his acceptance of coming to 
Hope on Sunday January 29 to his current congregation, Crosswinds Community Church.  
This is the same day we announced it at Hope.  Crosswinds is a church that he planted 
and has grown over the past 14 years.   
 
As excited as we are to welcome Scott, we also realize that Crosswinds is now dealing 
with the same situation that we have gone through over the past 5 months.  Their leader 
is moving on and they now have to go through a transition.  This weighs heavily on our 
hearts and minds. 
 
 

Here is some information about Pastor Scott and his wife Carrie: 
 
Pastor Scott was born in Kalamazoo and raised on Gun Lake. He graduated from Delton-Kellogg High School, then Asbury 
College and the United Methodist Theological School in Ohio. He served in Oak Hill, Ohio while in seminary. He has served 
Lyons-Muir and Easton, New Hope in Mecosta, then Portland UMC before moving to Dorr – Just south of Grand Rapids to 
start a church for people who don't go to church. While at Crosswind Church, Scott and Carrie have never changed their    
focus; to grow a church for people who say church is too boring, too intimidating or just not relevant to their stressed-out,   
hyper-speed lives. And, to this day people still ask them this question "Why bother? There are plenty of churches around." 
Their answer is the same, again and again; "People matter to God. Even if they don’t know it yet. 
 
Carrie is currently the church’s part-time administrator. Scott and Carrie are the parents of three adult and married children: 
Corey (Erin) 31, Kyle (Lindsey) 29, and Emily (Morgan) 26. They also have several granddaughters; Allie (8), Leanna (4) and 
Lilliana (6 months) and Josie (7 Weeks). 
 
What does this mean for Hope and for Jeff: 
 
We now know who our pastor is going forward, Evan is going to be here until the end of June and then we will   transition      
to Pastor Scott. Jeff is going to be able to take the time that he needs to recover.  He is not going to have to worry about 
speaking, or about moving out of the parsonage. Pastor Scott and Carrie currently own their own home and they would like   
to be able to own their own home while here in Edwardsburg. 
 
I’m sure that there will be questions and concerns about this as we proceed.  The Leadership Team will continue to give     
regular updates.  We are also planning on connecting with the staff at Crosswinds to share what we have learned about this 
transition time. 
Personally after meeting with Pastor Scott and Carrie the Leadership Team feels that he is the correct person with the right 
energy, education and understanding to start a new Lifecycle for Hope UMC. 

 
Let us continue to be in prayer as Pastor Lash leads us for the next few months as we transition to the leadership of Pastor 
Scott.   
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Is your mind producing fruit?  Does your heart desire to 

pump the sweet nectar of fruit?  Will your life today show 
evidence of fruit?  Are you willing to allow the Holy Spirit to 

nourish your body to produce fruit?  Fruit is sweet and 
healthy and contains many vitamins  and nutrients to 
strengthen the body.  The aroma of fruit fills the air 

with a fresh fragrance.  Our bodies seek to consume this 
precious fruit.  We absorb all its golden taste and it lingers 

on our taste buds. A tree doesn't struggle to produce 
fruit.  It gathers its strength  from beneath the soil and 

transfers the sugar into its trunk.  The branches transfer 
 the food to its fruit and the sunshine ripens the 

fruit to perfection for eating.  All this is done because the 
 whole tree allows nature to help produce the fruit.  Fruit 
 must be picked to savor its flavor and needs to be eaten 

so it doesn't spoil.  It can be served in many different ways 
to enhance the taste and release the benefits of the fruit. 

The juices linger in the mouth and we carry this taste in our 
mind. Where is the fruit tree in your life?  Is there a branch 
waiting for fruit to appear?  Will you let the fruit ripen to its 
fullness?  Are you willing to deliver and share this fruit with 
others?  Are we producing fruit every day?  Do we seek to 

gain the Helper that helps us to bear fruit? God wants to be 
your fruit tree as He was for Jesus.  Jesus is the branch offer-

ing to carry the nourishment for you to produce fruit. 
If you are willing, we become the fruit that spreads the 

LOVE of Jesus to all those our lives touch each day.  When 
shared with others this fruit (the word of God) can change 

lives.  The Holy Spirit lingers in our heart waiting for  
us to call on Him to help us  bear fruit each and every  

day of our earthly lives. 
Deb and I pray you are a sweet fruit for others to savor 

Tony/Deb  

 
Month of January Financial Summary 

 
 

Monthly Ministry Donation Goal:   $ 30,657 
 

January Ministry Fund Donations:    $  25,277 
January Ministry Fund Expenses: $ -22,630 
January Surplus:   $    2,647 

Craft Night – Friday, March 3 
 
Craft night is coming on Friday, 
March 3, from 6pm - Midnight.  
Come bring your favorite project 
and be inspired by the work that 
others are crafting.  Bring a bev-
erage and a snack to share.  

Friends are always welcome.  We’re collecting dona-
tions for the Edwardsburg Food Pantry, if anyone would 
like to make a donation. 

March 5, 2017 

This will be an informational Sunday to 
learn about all the exciting things kids 

and families can do at summer camp.  We 
have an amazing campground 20 minutes 
from Hope in Dowagiac. Dan will be here 

from Crystal Springs to answer ques-
tions, get kids and families signed up and 

help with camp scholarships. 
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Keep our Service People in 
Prayer 

 
Joshua Adams, Charles Berry, Matt Bowman,  
Andre Brower, Phil Bryden, Sam Chaput, Dean 
Karl Clark, Jonathan Ditson,  James Galloway, 
Justin Gerou, Dakota Kizer,  Alyssa Larson, 
Kara Larson, Andrea Long, Alyssa Malott,  

SHUT-IN PRAYERS 
Those Hope members listed below are restricted to home or 
nursing facility. The term shut-in reflects that their condition 
warrants “shut inside” or not able to leave the home on a 
regular basis. Should you have additional people to add to 
the list please call the church at 269-663-5321 Ext. 2. 
 

Please remember these people in prayer:   
Nick & Barbara Armstrong, John Berg, Carol Brough,  
Betty Crowel, Bob Fuller, Adah Goodhand, Pat Harris,  
Sherry Leininger, Arvilla Pontius, Gene Proctor. 

 
 
 
 

Michael & Kathy Harting 3/04 
Charlena M. & Brett Maples 3/09 

Wilfred & Sheila Gerou 3/11 
Ryan & Heidi Bentzer 3/21 

Bill & Kay McNiff 3/30 
 

 

Friday March 10th  

6:30pm-8:00pm 
Free Family Bingo  

night here at HOPE!    
                             

    We will have fun prize  
      giveaways, along with  

          some light refreshments! 
 

 

 

Deb Lang 3/01 
Sharon Morgan 3/02                                                                         

Steve Leist 3/02 
Miranda Anderson 3/02 
Spencer Beehler 3/02 

Peggy Jensen 3/03                                                                             
Eric Fries 3/3 

Delilah Aurand 3/04                                                                           
Nancy Bowman 3/04                                                                         

Jack Gould 3/05                                                                                  
Lila Blough 3/05 

LaMar Stump 3/06 
Lorraine Bylsma 3/07 
Chandler Sheets 3/07 

AJ Frost 3/07 
David Mortimer 3/10 

Lauryn Corp 3/10 
Donelda Lohr 3/11 
Tim Pelmear 3/12 

Mackenzie Flick 3/13 
Nancy Mead 3/14 

Robert Morgan 3/16 
Jena Berlin 3/16 

Glenn Emenaker 3/21  
Diane Endres 3/22 
Tom Blunier 3/23 
Paula Ralph 3/24 

Ronda Fahey 3/24 
Devon Truex, Jr. 3/25 
Millie Grissinger 3/25 

Matt Weiler 3/26 
Shawna Ackels 3/27 
Allison Koontz 3/27 
Brad Strycker 3/28 

Jeff Virgil 3/28 
Susie Hendricks 3/29 

Aaron Ditson 3/30 
Keith Miller 3/30 
Steve Purvis 3/30 
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Leadership Team  
Monthly Report to Congregation 

February 2017 
If you missed it in the bulletin, here is the report for Project Hope donations.   Thank you all for your con-
tinued support.      
     Project Hope Fund 

Monthly Distribution 
January 2017 

Available funds 01/31/2017   
 Monthly Contributions     $   9,981.00 
    
The total was distributed to the following funds: 
 Developing Small Groups     $   1,582.56 
   Capital Improvements     $   1,582.56 
 Manage our Mortgage Responsibilities   $   5,736.78 
 Local, Conference & Global Missions   $      989.10 
    Total distributed   $   9,981.00   
          

The Leadership Team met on Thursday February 9th and dealt with several items which included 
the following:             
 

The 2017 Ministry Fund budget was reviewed and projections were made reflecting the impact of 
the pastoral changes being made during 2017. 

Pastor Jeff on Medical Disability effective February 1, 2017 
Interim Pastor Evan Lash effective February 1 through June 30, 2017 
Appointment of Pastor Scott Otis effective July 1, 2017 

The Leadership Team believes that the 2017 Ministry Fund budget will absorb the financial 
implications of these changes without modifications. 

Project Hope 2015-2016 – as we begin the Project Hope 2.0 2017-2018 cycle, there were some 
steps needed to finalize the 2015-2016 Campaign. 

As changes were made in the Ministry Team due to Gwen’s retirement, it was anticipated 
that some of the funds that had been allocated to the Growing Strong Faith Filled Fami-
lies would not be needed since the new coordinator position was absorbed into the  

      Ministry Fund. 
In August 2016, the Leadership Team made the decision to allocate the 12/31/2016 balance 

in Growing Strong Faith Filled Families fund to the other funds.   This action was taken 
and the balances in the Project Hope 2015-2016 campaign funds are as follows: 

Transition in Pastoral Leadership Fund $ 86,736.28 
Manage our Mortgage Responsibilities Fund $ 10,828.61 
Local, Conference & Global Mission Support $   4,207.08 

    Total $101,771.97 
The Transition in Pastoral Leadership Fund will be available as needs arrive during our 

transition into a new life cycle with our new Pastor, Scott Otis. 
The Manage our Mortgage Responsibilities Fund will be carried over to our Project 

Hope 2.0 campaign and used to make the mortgage payments. 
The Local, Conference & Global Mission Support Fund will be carried over to our  
Project Hope 2.0 campaign and used to support all of our mission efforts. 
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Children’s Ministry News 
Children’s Ministry is still looking for volun-

teers to teach on  
Sunday mornings. We could use  

volunteers in the 1st-4th  
Elementary class, the 5th-8th grade Middle 
School class, and the 9th-12th grade High 

School class.   All lessons are completed and 
ready for you to teach.   If interested,  

please contact  
Tiffany Manfred at  

269-663-5321 or email  
tiffany.manfred@hope-umc.us. 

 Children’s Ministry  
Summer Program 

We are looking for 2 people to run the Children’s  
Ministry Summer Program. This program will be for  

children ages 5 to 10. Our Dig In and Live curriculums  
will end on May 21 and return in the fall. The  

summer program will begin on June 4 and  
end on August 27. If interested, please contact  

Tiffany Manfred at  
269-663-5321 or email  

tiffany.manfred@hope-umc.us. 

Spring clean up day here at HOPE! 

Saturday April 22, 2017 8am-12pm 
Clean up, reorganizing &  

general maintenance. 
Lunch will be provided  

If  you are interested in helping , please contact 
Marty Eby @ 574-276-7855 or via email 

martyeby@hotmail.com 

Pastor Jeff had a successful surgery on February 15, and is now recovering quickly!   
For weekly updates, please visit our website @ hope-umc.us.   

mailto:tiffany.manfred@hope-umc.us
mailto:tiffany.manfred@hope-umc.us
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February 15, 2017 Pick / Share a Book Club  

Gwen suggested that we have stir fry at Flat Top Grill in University Park Mall. If you Google the restaurant you’ll see a menu and 
pictures of their food. We filled our bowls with vegetables, rice or noodles and sauces. They added the meat we chose and mixed 
them together on the flat grill. 
Melinda brought a devotional to share, Jesus Always, by Sarah Young. She also recommended the author Wayne Thomas Batson’s 
series. Dream Treaders, Search for the Shadow Key, and The War for the Waking World. They all explore the concept of dreams 
and their effects on us. 
Bonnie shared a story from a Reader’s Digest Condensed book, Arnie the Darling Starling, by Margarete Sigi Corbo. It relates the 
true story of a talking starling raised by a grandmother, his refusal to return to the wild, and his remarkable effect on a number of 
lives. 
Marti is reading an e-book on her Kindle, Speaking of Jesus: the Art of Non-evangelism by Carl Medearis. He is an expert in the 
field of Arab-American and Muslim-Christian relations. He asks “What was Jesus doing in the temple when he was twelve? Three 
things: 1.Sitting. 2. Listening.  3. Asking questions. He suggests, ”If Jesus did it, so should I.” Marti also read three books by Richard 
Paul Evans. He wrote The Christmas Box as a Christmas gift for his children to help them discover “the first gift of Christmas.” He 
later wrote The Timepiece as a sequel to explain the source of Mary Anne Parkin’s wisdom. With the help of David Parkin’s diary, 
Richard discovers the mystery of the timepiece, a beautiful rose gold watch. The Letter is the last of the series and solves the mys-
tery of the unknown woman at the grave. All three books deal with sadness and joy and that will touch your heart. 
Gwen has finished the book Chase the Lion: If Your Dream Doesn’t Scare You, It’s Too Small by Mark Batterson. Have more cour-
age in what we do. God has given what you need to do it. Every day is an open door, an opportunity to do what Jesus wants. She 
also recommended other books by Mark: In a Pit with a Lion on a Snowy Day: How to Survive and Thrive When Opportunity Roars, 
and Wild Goose Chase: Reclaim the Adventure of Pursuing God. The Circle Maker: Praying Circles Around Your Biggest Dreams, 
Soulprint: Discovering Your Devine Destiny, and Primal: A Quest for the Lost Soul of Christianity. 
Pat shared several excerpts from the book Shoulda Coulda Woulda: Live in the Present, Find Your Future, by Dr. Les Parrott and 
Leslie Parrott. “If only…”, “I should have…” What if…” Don’t punish yourself with regret. It only poisons your daily life and robs you 
of the peace you long for. Pay attention to what you are doing while you’re doing it. Dr. Parrott gives encouragement and direction 
to redeem your past and live fully in the present. 
Carole is reading an e-book, I Was Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood, by Treavor Noah. His memoir gives a 
look at life in South African under apartheid and after. The culture was separated by languages and color. He couldn’t be with his 
father because he was white and his mother was black. He explains part of the problem of living in South Africa after apartheid was 
like the expression “Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day; teach a man to fish and he can feed himself.” Treavor explains “You 
also need the fishing pole.” 
You have probably seen advertisements for the movie, The Shack. It will be in theaters in March. We would like to go to the movie 
and then discuss it over dinner. If you are interested in going with the group, call the office so we can contact you about time and 
place. 
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Sunday Service  
8:30 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Adult Sunday School 
10:30 Children’s Ministry 
10:30 Contemporary  Worship 
Pastor Jeff Reese 
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