HOPE GOOD NEWS
January 2019

Happy New Year Hope Church,
I just heard “I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas” on the radio…By
the time you read this, the decorations will be put away, the bills in
the mailbox, the diets in full swing and Christmas will be over. But
I’m still dreaming.
In the past 18 months, we have learned each other’s name, celebrated births, grieved deaths, worshiped and grown together. We
are at the toddler stage of a relationship. By the end of the year
we will be in the terrible 2’s! Ouch. Or is it an ouch? Maybe it is marked by new growth, new learnings, new
families and a fresh Hope for tomorrow. That is my dream…And I am still dreaming.
Our mission is: To make disciples for the transformation of the world.
It is the dream of a place where invitation is the operative word. At Hope, the hurting, the depressed, the frustrated and the confused find love, acceptance, forgiveness, guidance, and encouragement.
It is the dream of people connecting to each other through Bible studies and small groups.
It’s equipping every believer for a significant ministry by helping them discover the passions, gifts and talents God
gave them. It’s a time to grow more each day.
It is the dream of sending out mature Christ-followers to be missionaries everywhere they cast their shadows.
That is the churches most important way to serve.
No one can sit out this one. All of us are called to…
INVITE those outside the church to come in.
CONNECT with other Christ followers in new ways. We will launch growth groups to gather weekly for 6
weeks to study, pray & ask questions. This series will be called “Soul Shift” and it will be coming in March
and April.
GROW as we reach toward a life of maturity in Christ.
SERVE the world outside our walls with the contagious love of Christ that will be irresistible to spiritual seekers everywhere.
So, what is your part?
Pray for God’s daily guidance.
Be open to change as we do whatever necessary to invite people in.
Create space in your heart to get to know new people as the doors are swung wide open.
Become a team player by inviting people into your home for growth group.
Give your full tithe to God to support the ministry of Hope. It is a shame when churches have to cut back
due to lack of funds.
Go above by supporting the dream of our Mortgage & Mission fund. This will help us pay off our mortgage
fast and support missions. Most of all, will free us to move to our next phase of Hope ministries.
Let’s have a great year together!
Pastor Scott
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MAKING OUR MOVE
On February 3, we will be moving our 10AM contemporary service to Reese
Hall. February will be our soft launch as we see how our space works and what
adjustments need to be made. In baseball terms, February is our spring training
period. By March, we hope to have our equipment and hospitality in full function. We are continuing to get the space ready as we work on lighting, sound
and the stage itself. Our goal is to create environments that will help today’s
generations be relaxed and comfortable enough to hear and experience the love
of God. People ask what will the service be like?
First, what won’t change:
*Same great musicians
*Same Pastor
*Same messages
*Same casual dress code
*Same worship time
*Coffee hour between services
What will change:
*Our location
*Seating arrangements as we sit around cozy tables and chairs
*A more informal atmosphere
*Refreshments at tables
*A renewed focus on creativity
*An experimental spirit that will bring us to try new things
*Our traditional space will be updated, and we will utilize our stained glass
*We will offer different environments to help connect a wider group of people to God
*The implementation of Fresh creativity and ideas that will do marvelous things!
What might change:
*Sunday school locations
*Who knows what else might change? That is part of our adventure
How can you help?
*Be open and give this a chance
*Pray for future growth for all our services
*Help with hospitality by doing everything you can to make others comfortable in either environment
*Become part of our launch team who will gather to offer support and brainstorm ideas (please sign up for
the launch team on your connection card)
God is moving, and I am glad you are a part of it.
Pastor Scott
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SHUT-IN PRAYERS
Those Hope members listed below are restricted to
home or nursing facility.
The term shut-in reflects
that their condition warrants “shut inside” or not
able to leave the home on a
regular basis. Should you
have additional people to add to the list please call
the church at 269-663-5321 Ext. 2.
Please remember these people in prayer: John Berg,
Bob Fuller, Sherry Leininger, Beth Mann.

Keep our Service People in Prayer
Joshua Adams, Charles Berry, Andre Brower,
Phil Bryden, Sam Chaput, Dean Karl Clark,
Jonathan Ditson, James Galloway, Justin
Gerou, Dakota Kizer, Andrea Long, Alyssa
Malott, Josh Marner, Jay Moore, Brandon
Morgan, Jessica Ramus, Jason Salter, Dylan
Smallwood, Jeff Starr, and Tyler Wilson.

Craft Night – Friday, January 4
Craft night is coming on Friday, January 4, from
6pm - Midnight. Join us
whenever you’re available. Bring a project, a
beverage and a snack to
share. Friends are always
welcome. We’re collecting personal care
items for the Food Pantry, if anyone would like
to donate.
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Month of November Ministry Fund Summary
Monthly Ministry Donation Goal: $ 28,387
November Ministry Fund Donations: $ 19,023
November Ministry Fund Expenses: $-24,315
November Shortfall:
$ -5,292
Year to Date Shortfall after transfers

$ -23,386

Obviously, our expenses have exceeded our donations for the year. However, the balance in
our Ministry Fund is still at a healthy level. All
November expenses have been paid.
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Year End Donations:
Here are the ways that your donation can still be included
in your 2019 donation statement, per the IRS:
Put your donation in the last Sunday offering of the
year, which is December 30.
Drop off your donation in the church office on December 31 between 8:30am and 2pm.
Make sure that your donation via the mail is post
marked on or before December 31 and sent to P O
Box 624, Edwardsburg MI 49112.
Mortgage Payment Update:
Mortgage Payment Sources:
Project Hope + M&M Allocation from Regular Giving
$4,816.30
Project Hope Fund reallocation
$ 193.70
Total
$5,010.00
Current Mortgage Balance = $180,498 after the December
2018 Payment. Our projected payoff date is March 2022.
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2019 Giving envelopes & Electronic giving options
If you would like a package of pre-numbered weekly giving envelopes for 2019, please request them
on the back of your connection card in the weekly bulletin. You may also contact the office at 269-663-5321 x 6
and leave a message for Dawn. The envelopes will be distributed during December.
If you would like to make your donation to Hope automatic, please sign up for Electronic Giving. Donations
come out automatically from your checking account, debit card or credit card weekly or monthly. You can set
up your own secure account through our website: http://www.hope-umc.us by clicking on the green Online
Giving button. If you need some help getting setup, Dawn would be happy to help you at 269-663-5321 x6 between 9:00 and 2:00 on Monday and Wednesday.

Project Hope 2.0 is wrapping up!
Thank you so much for your sacrificial giving to Project Hope 1.0 and Project Hope 2.0 over the last 4 years. You
have generously given $422,000 through November 2018.

What’s next = Mortgage & Missions (M&Ms)
Our goal to pay off the Mortgage by the end of Project Hope has not
occurred. However, we have driven the balance down to $184,842 as of
the end of November, which is impressive. We’re starting this new fund
to channel our sacrificial giving towards the M&M fund.
We’re putting 10% of giving to the M&M fund towards local, national
and international missions. This allows us to continue to answer the call
to reach out to those in need. The remaining 90% will go toward paying
the Mortgage. The M&M fund will continue until the Mortgage is paid
off. Our current payoff date is March 31, 2022. We can reach that sooner by making extra payments on the
Mortgage.

Q & A from December:
Q: When can I start giving to the M&M fund?
A: At any time. Just indicate M&M fund on your check or giving envelope.
Q: I give electronically. What will happen to my Project Hope donations in January?
A: You should have received a letter from the church that will allow you to indicate if you want your former
Project Hope 2.0 giving to go to the Mortgage & Missions. Please return that letter to Dawn Weingart at Hope.
You can also give me a call letting me know how you’d like to handle this change.
Q: The Transition Plan Summary included “Worship Leader $8,500”. What does a Worship Leader do?
A: A Worship Leader is the person in a Contemporary Service who coordinates the elements of the service
such as videos, dramas, special music and the worship space design. This may or may not include leading the
singing. No job description has yet been created for this position.
Let me know what questions you want answered in February’s newsletter. It could be about funding, the LT or
any area that you have questions about Hope. We want to keep everyone informed. Give Dawn a call at 269663-5321x6 or email her at dawn.weingart@hope-umc.us.
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PICK/SHARE BOOK CLUB
Pick / Share a Book Club met for lunch with the Wednesday Bible study group for a delicious carry-in
luncheon. It’s amazing what variety of foods appear at a Methodist women’s group.
We have several months of books to report, but first a reminder that Christmas books are grouped on the second
shelf in the bookcase by the office. There is still time during the holidays to read a good book about Christmas
themed stories.
Bonnie reported on The Orphan’s Tale by Pam Jenoff, an historical fiction writer. When Astrid, from a Jewish circus family, left everything to marry a German officer, he was forced to cast her out. So she returned home, only
to find her family gone. The story continues to tell of a very special friendship that developed between circus performers during WWII. They hid Astrid and the Jewish baby she rescued from a
“death” train. Secrets, suspense and love all combine to make an intriguing
historically based story of the Holocaust.
She also shared A Love Worth Giving by Max Lucado. Building on the principles
found in 1 Corinthians, Max helps us dive into the depth of God’s love. He explores the ways that it can be reflected in daily lives through patience, kindness, forgiveness, and more.
Sherry checked out the first book of the Rocky Mountain Memories series by
Lori Wick, Where the Wild Rose Blooms. After reading the third book of the
series, it was interesting to read about the beginning of the story. She also read
‘Twas the Night Before by Jerry B. Jenkins. He is the bestselling author of the
Left Behind Series. This delightful Christmas tale touches your heart and rekindles your faith in love (and Santa).
Gwen read Max Lucado’s One Incredible Moment: Celebrating the Majesty of
the Manger. The whole world changed when Jesus came to earth as a baby boy! This unique Christmas gift book
features original photography and design. It’s a collection of excerpts from past winners of the Gold Medallion
award.
Carol shared a book written by the speaker at her husband’s high school graduation years ago. Jesse Stuart wrote
The Thread that Runs So True. A mountain school teacher tells his story about being a seventeen year old teaching in a one room school.
Marti read The Magician’s Nephew by C.S. Lewis. It is the prequel to the Chronicles of Narnia series. In it, Asian
the lion creates the Narnia world 1000 years before The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. Two children travel
the “wood between the worlds.” It explains the origin of the lamp post, the White Witch and a human king and
queen. Several themes are explored: atonement, original sin, temptation and the order of nature. It’s an easy
read with deeper meanings.
The next meeting for the Pick/Share a Book club will be January 16 because there are 5 Wednesdays in January.
Join the group at 11:00 at Hope and help decide where to go to lunch. You can pick a book of your own to share
or just come to lunch. See you there?
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LEADERSHIP TEAM TRAINING — January 26 9AM-2PM
Hope is governed by enthusiastic Christ followers who have a desire to serve Christ in every
aspect of their lives, and who have been called by the church to lead on behalf of the Body of
Christ. In order to be on the Leadership Team church members must go through Leadership
Team training. This training will teach participants the leadership structuring of Hope. All
Hope members are invited to attend this 1-day seminar. Several of you have received personal invitations to attend as well. If you would like to attend leadership team training,
please call the church office (269) 663-5321 or sign up on your connection card.

New Growth Groups Leaders Needed
Do you know how to make coffee? Can you press a button on a remote? Great! You can be a Growth Group Leader.
Sign up on your Connection Card or call the church office (269) 663-5321.

New Growth Groups Forming
One of the most important things about growing our church is how we choose to maintain a “small church” feeling of
fellowship as we grow bigger. One way to feel a part of the large group is to be a part of a growth group.
Growth groups create a sense of intimacy, family, and close fellowship. It’s a place where everybody knows your name. When
you are absent, people notice.
New Growth groups are starting in late February. Mark on your Connection Card or contact the church office (269) 663-5321
for a group near you.

HOPE NEWS

PAGE
PAGE
8 7

IT IS FINISHED
"It is Finished"-The year 2018 is about
to come to an end.
The good done to lift the Spirits and
Hopes of people.
The wrong that detracted from the Glory of His message.
Things left undone to be accomplished
another day.
A time for reflection on the year "Finished" and completed.
See the friendships we formed and those we destroyed.
A year spent looking for answers from Jesus's Love.
Finding joy in the Grace given by Jesus to us in Love.
Now looking ahead to 2019 and what it might bring.
A new Hope in the promises that Jesus wants for us.
Opening our heart that it might be filled with Jesus's Love.
Giving me the strength to reach out to others in Love.
Seeking how can I make 2019 a better Spirit filled year.
Seeing doors before me and opening those for Jesus.
Listening to Jesus for His voice, guidance and courage.
Praying my free will choose the path Jesus would choose
A leap of Faith I hope to accomplish through prayer.
Growing in knowledge and wisdom I ask in prayer daily.
May the Love of Jesus abound in this new beginning yr.
May my words and actions represent my inner me.
Jesus hung on the cross and said "It is Finished".
This signaled the end of old ways and start of new ways.
Jesus gave us the Holy Spirit to guide our new path.
Works are offered to show our faith in this new beginning.
Jesus returned to show His Spirit is well and alive!!
His return gives assurance of eternal life to believers!!
The cross represents the forgiveness of our sins!!
Old ways "Finished"--New ways framed by Grace!!
Our prayer is we all grow in the LOVE Jesus offers
in 2019 and leave 2018 "Finished". Live for today
"It is a new day".
In Jesus, Love, Deb and Tony Lang

SPECIAL DATES
New Year’s Day

January 1, 2019

Epiphany

January 6, 2019

Baptism of the Lord January 13, 2019
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
January 18-25, 2019
Martin L. King Jr. Day January 21, 2019
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Bring a soup or chili to enter. Or just bring your
appetite! It is free to enter and free to vote!
The more the merrier! Invite your neighbors and
friends to join in the fun. Remember last year’s
winner was Bill Fahey with his delicious Crock Pot
Jalapeno Poppers Soup…

Crock Pot Jalapeno Poppers Chicken Soup
Prep Time: 10 min Cook Time: 6 hours
Ingredients
• 3 boneless chicken breasts
• 1 teaspoon salt
• 1 teaspoon pepper
• 2 Tablespoons of Taco Seasoning
• 2 fresh Jalapenos seeded and chopped
• ¼ of an onion, chopped
• 2 cans of white great northern beans
• 1 can cream of chicken soup
• 1 cup of water (or chicken stock)
• ½ lb of bacon (save 3 pieces for toppings)
• 1 8oz container of cream cheese
1 fresh jalapeno chopped and reserved for topping
Instructions
Place the chicken in the bottom of the crock pot.
Sprinkle salt, pepper, and taco seasoning on top.
Pour in jalapenos, onions, beans, soup, and water.
Stir and combine.
Cook on low for 6-8 hours or high for 3-4 hours.
Remove chicken and shred. Add chicken back to crockpot.
Cube up the cream cheese and stir in the crock pot and allow to melt.
Meanwhile fry up your bacon and chop.
Stir in most of the bacon (leaving some for topping).
Time to eat! Serve with some fun toppings like cheddar cheese, more jalapenos, and more bacon!
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