HOPE GOOD NEWS
April 2019

Holy Week in the Holy Land
I’m glad to be back from the trip of a lifetime to the Holy Land.
What an honor it was to have been sent there by the Knights
Templar. There are no adequate words for the gratitude I feel.
It has opened the Bible to me in many ways. When I read scripture, I can now see the land. As my guide in Israel said, “We will provide you an understanding of the
Bible in living color.”
What surprised me was how small Israel really is. Probably about the size of New Jersey. The events
of the Bible take place very close together. As I walked the “stations of the cross” in Jerusalem I knew
I was walking in Jesus’ footsteps. Many times, I was just speechless.
On my journey through the land, and through the Bible I took over 1,300 pictures. I am working on
putting them into a logical order. I will present them to you at 7PM each night of Holy Week. We will
examine the places and the times of the life of Jesus. This can be a spiritual journey for you and a
time of renewal. Instead of giving something up for Lent, this year can be a time to gain something,
as we walk with Jesus along the way.

The following is the schedule:

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

April 15 Strange Land, Vulnerable Savior
April 16 The Ministry of Jesus 1
April 18 The Ministry of Jesus 2
April 19 Jerusalem events
April 20 Ecumenical Service at
the Presbyterian Church

I hope you will join me for Holy Week in the Holy Land.
Pastor Scott
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You are invited to celebrate
the 50th anniversary
of Keith and Lois Miller on April 14
(Palm Sunday)
at 2PM in Reese Hall.
Their sons and grandsons
will sing, there will be a slide show and
a taste of
Grandma Miller's coffeecake.

No gifts, please.

MARCH 14 LEADERSHIP TEAM
Members: Marti Bartels, Jackie Boone, Brant Campanaro, Sabrina English, Bonnie Morgan, Pastor Scott Otis, Jim Ralph, Corey Sheets, Diane Siefert
Jack Rinehart and Dan from Crystal Springs Camp gave us information on the closing of
the camp. We were informed there is a group forming to try and save the camp as a
camp. We were also updated on others who may be looking into buying the camp and
what it may be used for. Continued prayers are needed for God’s will for this property.
Year to date finances were reviewed.
The 2019 Budget was reviewed and approved. Information was given about ways finance and staff
are looking to save money.
The Bishop’s letter in response to the decision made at General Conference (homosexual marriage,
pastors) was reviewed.
Pastor Scott gave a report on upcoming events planned for Hope.
Pastor Scott presented a report on Hope Leaders (staff). He listed who is over the different areas,
suggestions for those areas not having a leader/staff at this time, and what items/events fall under the
different areas.
Discussion was held on who to ask to be the tenth member of the Leadership Team.
The next meeting will be April 11.
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MICHAEL BOWDEN
SHERRY LEININGER
PHYLLIS SCHUELKE
BRUCE NURTON
JIM MOLER
ADAM DeYOUNG
MARTHA ROSSMAN
DONNA TAELMAN
KATHY HARTING
CANDY BUNNELL
SCOTT OTIS
BRANT CAMPANERO
ARDITH HIGLEY
TONY GRIFFIN
ELIJAH SCHERBARTH
RILEY HARRIS
STEVE GRUVER
STEVEN ANDERS
BRITTANY UDELL
CLARK MEAD
GEORGE REID
VICKIE FLICK
DEB STEMPLE
JEANEANE DEVENNEY
JANICE ROSS
COLIN MURPHY
VICKI ANDERS
SANDRA CHRISTY
DEAKON SCHMUCKER
JASON BENTZER
MERIAN ACKLES
LAURA PROCTOR
AUBREY GRUVER
SHERRY DANNENBERG
BOB KNIGHT
KIM MANSELL
DAN ROSS
DAWN SPICHER
DAWN PROCTOR
ROCHELLE DOLDE
LINDA OBERLING
CASSIDY FRENTZ
LUCAS FREANTZ
BILL McNIFF
JANTHA CORP
NICK MORTIMER

4/02
4/03
4/05
4/05
4/05
4/05
4/06
4/07
4/07
4/08
4/08
4/08
4/08
4/08
4/08
4/09
4/09
4/10
4/10
4/11
4/11
4/11
4/13
4/13
4/13
4/14
4/14
4/14
4/15
4/16
4/20
4/21
4/21
4/22
4/22
4/22
4/22
4/23
4/24
4/24
4/25
4/27
4/27
4/27
4/29
4/30
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GLENYCE & JASON BENTZER
DEB & TONY LANG
LOIS & KEITH MILLER
PAM & GARY FISK
DEANA & JIM MOLER
DEBBIE & HARRY STEMPLE
MARY & DAVE HOIEN
LAURA & MARTY SHUTTLEWORTH
WANDA & CHUCK ORTH
KRISTIN & BRAD WEGNER
JANET & BRAD STRYCKER
SUE & BRIAN BURKS
LINDA & JOE GIBBS
JUDY & GARY DENEMARK
CAROL & DON SOALES
CAROL & JOHN UDELL

4/04
4/07
4/12
4/13
4/13
4/13
4/14
4/16
4/16
4/17
4/19
4/20
4/20
4/24
4/24
4/26

SHUT-IN PRAYERS
Those Hope members listed below are restricted to home
or nursing facility. The term shut-in reflects that their condition warrants “shut inside” or
not able to leave the home on a
regular basis. Should you have
additional people to add to the
list please call the church at 269663-5321 Ext. 2.
Please remember these people in prayer: John Berg, Bob
Fuller, Sherry Leininger and Beth Mann.

Craft Night –
Friday, April 5
Craft night is coming
on Friday, April 5,
from 6pm - Midnight.
Join us whenever you’re available. Bring a
project, a beverage and a snack to share.
Friends are always welcome.
We’re collecting personal care items for the
Food Pantry, if anyone would like to donate.
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Monday 4/15 7PM

Strange Land, Vulnerable Savior

Tuesday 4/16 7PM

The Ministry of Jesus 1

Wednesday 4/17 7PM

The Ministry of Jesus 2

Thursday 4/18 7PM

Jerusalem events

Friday 4/19 7pm

Good Friday Ecumenical Service
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at Presbyterian Church on Lake St.

A STORY OF SPECIAL NEEDS
It’s almost a year since I learned about an eight-year-old child with autism that was stuck in the nursery
since there were no provisions for him in our church. I have a degree in social work, owned a preschool, two
grown sons, three grandsons but no knowledge of autism. My heart went out for this boy and I knew I could
create a room for his special needs. I observed him in his school situation. I took a one day seminar at St.
Mary’s University. I even took an online library course to learn more about autism.
The one thing I learned was there is a wide spectrum of abilities and each child is oneof-a-kind. So I started out rather blind to Kevin’s needs and abilities. I emptied the
room and brought in my puppet theater (refrigerator box) that I had created for my
grandsons. I designed a wall of doors with hinges and locks that would open to pictures of Jesus and God’s creations. My husband and another gentleman made the
huge structure.
I quickly learned that Kevin is a very smart child. He can write all the letters and numbers and repeat them all. At the time he only said one word requests or acknowledgements. My goal was to teach him that God made him and that Jesus loves him.
Since he enjoys writing on a whiteboard, I printed “Jesus loves (heart)” and encouraged
Kevin to write his name over and over. Every time he would unlock a door of a picture
of Jesus, I would sing “Jesus Loves Me”, or a picture of Jesus with children, “Jesus Loves the Little Children.”:
When he opened the doors of pictures of creation (sun, moon, stars, etc.) I would say “God made____.” I started out at the beginning and would show pictures of each creation. When he would turn the lights off I would
say “God made dark”. When he would turn the lights back on I would say “God made light, thank you.” Kevin
has continued to show that he gets what I am trying to teach. After ignoring the puppets, he actually put one
on his hand. He will sing parts of the songs. And he writes “Jesus loves (heart) Kevin”.
Romans 12:10-13 reminds us to be “devoted to one another” and “share with God’s people who are in need.”
My challenge now is to learn how to present the stories of the Bible: Noah’s ark, Joseph and his coat of many
colors, and the many wonderful stories. But for now, I will gladly take his hug at the end of each class.
Lois Miller
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Books recently donated to our library:

CURRENT HOPE FINANCIAL INFORMATION
Month of February Ministry Fund Summary
February Ministry Fund Donations:
February Ministry Fund Expenses:
February Shortfall:

$ 17,792
$-18,757
$ -965

Year to Date Shortfall after transfers

$ -3,379

Hugs from Heaven: Celebrating
Friendship by G.S. Myers. It’s a collection of
six short stories telling of the bond built between friends.
Passages of Light by Thomas
Kinkade. It’s a book of his beautiful paintings
with a collection of scriptures and reflections
by the author.
Jesus’ Parables of Grace by James
W. Moore includes a chapter for a key passage of scripture centered on a theme from
one of Jesus’ parables.
Know Your Bible: All 66 Books Explained and Applied by Barbour Publishing
Co. It includes details on the author and date
of writing, a short description, list of key
verses, etc. A good reference to give insight
to Bible readers.
All of these books will be found on
the library shelves in alphabetical order by
author. Please remember that we prefer
donated books no older than 10 years without yellowed pages, or that are basic reference books. Extra books will find a good
home through Better World Books Inc.

All February Bills have been paid.

Mortgage Payment Update:
Mortgage Payment Sources:
Feb. M&M Allocation from Regular Giving

$5,236.20

Current Mortgage Balance= $164,174 after the March 2019 payment. Projected payoff date—February 2022!

2019 Budget
The 2019 Budget for the Ministry Fund is $287,173. This is $53,000
less than the 2018 budget which was $340,647. The Finance and
Leadership Teams have been working hard to be good stewards of
the blessings that God has given us. A copy of the budget is available
in the office by the mailboxes, if you would like to see more detail.

The next meeting for the Pick/
Share a Book club will be April 17. Join
us at 11:00 at Hope and help decide

PICK/SHARE BOOK CLUB
We met at Honey Baked Ham for lunch in Mishawaka on Gumwood Road. They have a delicious assortment of sandwiches and salads in their deli.
Our congregation has been invited
transformed by Steve Deneff and David Brury
series. This book reveals seven transformaminds and behaviors in Christians at any
office, or you can buy from Amazon or any

to read the book Soul Shift: the measure of a life
so we can follow Pastor Scott’s current sermon
tional shifts that God’s Spirit causes in the hearts,
stage. Books have been available in the church
book store.

Bonnie is currently reading a book from the Niles public library, Don’t Let’s Go to the Dogs Tonight: an African Childhood by Alexandra Fuller. It’s her memoir with her family’s farm in Rhodesia. With leopards, snakes, malaria and the sheer
craziness of the humans, Africa seems a fine place to grow up. Sherry shared Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly. Inspired by actual events and real people, she wove together a story during WWII that reveal the bravery, cowardice and cruelty of those
days. Three women try to bring justice to those whom history forgot. It’s powerful historical fiction. Carole is reading Courageous: Honor Begins at Home by Randy Alcorn. It’s an inspiring story about everyday heroes who long to make a lifelong impact on their children. As law enforcement officers they stand up to the worst the world can offer. Yet they face a challenge
that none of them are prepared to tackle: fatherhood.
Carrie has started reading the inspirational series the Million Dollar Mysteries by Mandy Starns Clark. It includes A
Penny for Your Thoughts, Don’t Take Any wooden Nickels, A Dime a Dozen, A Quarter for a Kiss, and The Buck Stops Here.
Carrie downloads her books on her cell phone so she can share with her daughter. Marti is currently reading Me and My Big
Mouth! Your Answer is Right under Your Nose by Joyce Meyer. She emphasizes that you can take hold of the words you speak
to make them work.
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CALLING AGAIN FOR YOUR HELP
Two years ago I asked for help to create a
Chrismon tree (Christian Monograms). You
came through making 130 counted cross
stitch ornaments. (picture at left)
Now I have been challenged to add more
ornaments with pearls, gold beads, etc.
(picture at right) Please contact me if you
are interested in helping create these ornaments. I value your knowledge of beading,
cutting and gluing. But I also need your
stash and contributions of:
pearls, gold beads, gold wire, white
pipe cleaners, gold pipe cleaners,
gold trims, gold glitter, gold sequins, white Styrofoam from meat packages
and pizza boxes for storing ornaments
I will be available at craft night once a month and there will be a box at the entry for your donations. Thanks, Lois Miller, lemiller45@gmail.com, 269-663-3061
WHAT’S IN A TEAR
God created Adam for a fellowship with Him.
Adam needed someone, so God
gave him animals.
After naming the animals Adam
was still lonely.
So God gave Adam Eve as his
human companion.
God asked for first fruits sacrificed
but got disobedience.
400 years of His silence, but God wanted fellowship.
Adam and Eve chose to disobey God in His garden.
He gave the Ten Commandments, but they were not
kept.
A tear falls from the eye of God as He knows the future.
He knows all that will come to pass to save a fallen world.
Jesus sits by His Father’s right side and listens.
I must come up with a perfect sacrifice to save earth.
Jesus looks into His Father's eyes and says, "I will go."
Jesus comes to earth to restore fellowship with God.
He walks the land sharing the words of His Father.
Jesus offers the right for us Humans to choose life.
A tear falls from the eye of Jesus our Lord for man.
He knows he must die to save the human world.
On the cross He accepts any and every kind of sin.
He feels all sickness man will ever have in his body

Jesus’ death presents the path to choose eternal life.
The message--Believe in Jesus, the Holy Spirit will
come.
The Holy Spirit living in us leads the way to eternal
life.
God's LOVE so great He offers free will for all to
choose.
Sin still enters our hearts, but sin can be forgot & forgiven.
A tear falls from the Holy Spirit--These sins; they hurt.
It is disobedience to God's will for our lives in this
world.
His LOVE forgives any and all sin if we repent and
ask.
May a tear fall from your eye as you repent and
ask forgiveness for your sins and receive the
promise of forgiveness from God.
Deb and Tony Lang

Keep our Service People in Prayer
Joshua Adams, Charles Berry, Matt Bowman, Andre Brower, Phil Bryden, Sam
Chaput, Jonathan Ditson, James Galloway, Justin Gerou, Dakota Kizer, Andrea
Long, Alyssa Malott, Josh Marner, Jay Moore, Brandon Morgan, Jessica Ramus, Jason Salter, Dylan Smallwood, Jeff Starr, and Tyler Wilson.

