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Happy New Year! 
 
This winter we will redecorate the Sanctuary in Building 1.  We want our 
Sanctuary to be a place where people might experience God’s love in 
fresh ways.  Someone told me we are going to ultra-sanctify the space.  
Some frequently asked questions about this project are: 
 

What are we doing? 
Painting (some of our walls have not been painted in 20 years). 
Putting in matching carpet squares 
Raising up the hallway wall to the ceiling 
Hanging and back lighting our stained-glass windows from the former Edwardsburg UMC building 

 
How are we paying for the project?  Fortunately, most of the money is already on hand.  The funds will 

come from Project Hope 1.0.* We will not use even one dollar from our Ministry Fund for this project.  
We will supplement the project by offering you an opportunity to adopt a stained- glass window in hon-
or or memory of a loved one.  The details for that will be given as they are known.  So, most of the funds 
for the project are already covered through Project Hope 1.0 and windows sponsorship should cover the 
rest. 

 
Who will do the work?  Glad you asked!  Volunteers will provide the labor under the direction of our Faith 

with Feet Group.  The tasks will mostly be working on the windows and painting.  Stay tuned for more 
information! 

 
Exciting times! My prayer is that the project will both grow and increase our fellowship as together we create 
inviting spaces for people to experience God’s love in fresh ways. You can help by volunteering your labor, provid-
ing a meal for our workers, praying that God will lead us as we work on His sanctuary, sponsoring a window and 
other things we can’t foresee at the moment. 
 
There will be an informational meeting for this project at 6pm, Sunday, January 12 in our Sanctuary.  We want 
your input and we want to answer your questions. The question is, will you help? 
 
Pastor Scott 
 

*The Project Hope 1.0 Fund was raised for pastoral transition in 2015-16.  As 
you may remember that fund was designed to be used for a Pastor who 
would be mentored by Pastor Jeff for a year.  Because of Pastor Jeff’s 
health issues, that was not possible.  The Leadership Team had the chal-
lenging task of figuring out how to use the fund to help the church now and 
serve into the future.  In July of 2018, the Leadership Team prayerfully vot-
ed to divide the fund as follows:  40% of the fund was used to supplement 
the Ministry Fund, 50% was designated to create effective traditional and 
contemporary worship spaces, and the last 10% was used to celebrate Pas-
tor Jeff’s ministry, welcome me to Hope and most importantly, fund fresh 
expressions of outreach.   
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FINANCE QUESTIONS ???  
If you have a question about the how the 
church finances work, please contact Dawn 
Weingart at extension 6 or Pastor Scott at 
extension 8 at 269-663-5321. We also have 
summaries of the information that has been 
published in prior newsletters in the office. 

Leadership Team 
December 11, 2019 

 
Members: Marti Bartels, Jackie 
Boone, Brant Campanaro (off 
2020), Sabrina English, Keith Mil-
ler, Bonnie Morgan (off 2020), 
Pastor Scott Otis, Jim Ralph, Diane Seifert, Corey 
Sheets.  New in 2020-Diana Graham, Jim 
Weingart 
 
The meeting was held at Bonnie’s home for a 
Christmas gathering. 
 
Finance reports were reviewed. An email motion 
and approval were entered into minutes.  This 
was to approve using mission money to pay for 
materials for a ramp for a church member. 
 
Approved having the Fish Fry in 2020. Approved 
giving money to the Michigan Conference Chris-
tian Education Fund and the Youth Services fund. 
   
Reviewed upcoming events. 
 
We then played some Christmas trivia, visited, 
and being good Methodists, ate. 
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Keep our Service People 
in Prayer 

 
Joshua Adams, Charles Berry, Matt 
Bowman,  Andre Brower, Phil Bryden, 
Sam Chaput, Jonathan Ditson,  James 
Galloway, Justin Gerou, Dakota Kizer,  
Andrea Long, Alyssa Malott,  Josh 
Marner, Jay Moore, Brandon Morgan,  
Jessica Ramus, Jason Salter,  Dylan 
Smallwood, Jeff Starr, and Tyler Wilson. 

SHUT-IN PRAYERS 
Those Hope members listed below are restricted to home 
or nursing facility. The term shut-in reflects that their con-
dition warrants “shut inside” 
or not able to leave the home 
on a regular basis. Should you 
have additional people to add 
to the list please call the church 
at 269-663-5321 Ext. 2. 
Please remember these people in prayer: Bob Fuller, John 
Helvey, Ardith and Carl Higley, Sherry Leininger, Beth 
Mann and Grace Werner. 

KEITH  RUSSELL  01/01 

COHEN AHRENS  01/01 

CYNTHIA WADE  01/02 
PENNY FRIES   01/05 

SHEILA GEROU  01/07 

LISA SCHMIDT  01/08 

JOE FAHEY   01/09 

GARY OWENS   01/10 

JACKIE BIGGS  01/11 
JUDY DENEMARK  01/12 

CARLEE BURGER  01/13 

CAROL PETERS  01/14 

MICHELLE GRUVER  01/15 

PAM CHAPMAN  01/16 
NANCY HOFFMAN  01/16 

TONY MANFRED  01/16 

CONNIE HEBRON  01/17 

TRENT BERLIN  01/17 

MICHELE GORDON   01/18 

JESSIE (KAY) GILBERT 01/18 
ISABELLE EDGERTON 01/19 

MARGE HANSON  01/19 

DANIEL BOONE  01/19 

COURTNEY HARTING  01/20 

LEIGH ANN HARTING  01/20 
EMILY BUSSEN  01/20 

BOB FULLER   01/20 

RENE DeYOUNG  01/20 

BAILEY WEAVER  01/21 

CARLEIGH WANKE  01/21 

SHERRY SAYLES  01/21 
CARIN REESE   01/23 

AL ROSEBUSH  01/23 

PHYLLIS BANGHART  01/24 

PAT HERR   01/27 

ANNA REA   01/27 
DEBRA PURVIS  01/29 

ZOEY ROUCH   01/30 

LOUISE BARNUM  01/31 

GLENYCE BENTZER  01/31 

BONNIE & BOB KNIGHT  01/20 
LAURA & COREY SHEETS  01/27 
MARGE & BRUCE NURTON 01/28 
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Craft night is coming on Friday, January 3, 

from 6pm - Midnight.  Join us whenever 
you’re available.  Bring a project, a beverage 
and a snack to share.  Friends are always 
welcome.  We’re collecting items for the 
Humane Society, if anyone would like to do-
nate. 

              WAIT?? 
 
Our God is a God who knows the perfect tim-
ing. 
Sometimes He is a micro-wave God in respond-
ing. 
And sometimes a crock-pot God and wants us 
to wait. 
Whether quickly or distant, 
     He sees our best interest. 

 
In talking with God we present our requests to Him. 
Thanking Him for blessings He has given us and family. 
And asking Him for fellowship and help with our needs. 
We await the answers and prayerfully try to continue. 

 
Sometimes we expect happenings in our time frame. 
We are seeking confirmation of our prayer requests. 
We need to have a willing heart to accept God's answer. 
God promises to hear our requests and answer each one. 
 
Sometimes the answer is now, sometimes later, or no. 
Waiting on God's answer can be the hardest for us to do. 
We don't see the good in waiting until later in our life. 
Our lives are sometimes consumed on getting it now. 
 
Some requests are made from the mind in asking a want. 
Requests that come from the heart are requesting a need. 
God has answers before we ask, but He wants us to ask. 
Good is what God wants for our earthly and eternal life. 
 
Trusting in God's timing can be very hard for us to do. 
Listening for His word in answer is what He requests. 
They can be welcomed with joy or maybe questions. 
Love is the outpouring of all our prayer requisitions. 
 
In this month of giving let us give the Spirit of LOVE. 
On that special day may we offer gifts bathed in LOVE. 
Jesus came to us so that we may go to Him for eternity. 
His word shows us the path where there is no pain only 
joy and rejoicing in Heaven with the Angels forever. 
 
May all your prayer requests be accepted in the 
LOVE our LORD returns to each one of us. 
Merry CHRISTmas            
    Deb and Tony Lang 

 

CURRENT HOPE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 

Month of November Ministry Fund Summary 
Ministry Fund Donations:   $ 29,781 
Ministry Fund Expenses:     $-21,830  
Surplus for the Month:     $   7,951        
 
Year to Date Shortfall after transfers  $ -14,592 
 
All November bills have been paid.  Our Ministry 
Fund balance has been reduced this year, but it is 
still at a healthy level at $26,971.  Thank you for 
your continued support! 
 

Mortgage Payment Update 
 

Mortgage Payment Sources: 
November M&M Allocation: $7,949.70 Regular 
Giving 

 
Current Mortgage Balance = $114,640 after the 
December 2019 Payment.  Our projected payoff 
date is  
December 2021!   
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PENNY SUNDAY UPDATE 

THANK YOU for all your donations of change on the 2nd Sunday of each 

month.  It has really added up!  These funds have been given to support 
the following during 2020: 
 
$1,080   Sponsor 2 elementary students in Ethiopia  
$   231   Haiti Children Projects through the United Methodist Church 
$     50   Edwardsburg High School’s Honor Society Operation Christmas to help local kids at 
Christmas 
 
Due to the unrest in Haiti, the United Methodist church is no longer sending funds there.  They 
can’t guarantee that the funds would get to their intended charitable projects, so we no long-
er have a good way to support the children of Haiti.  We will continue to monitor the situation 
and renew support when possible.  We will continue to support the sponsorships of the kids in 
Ethiopia and Edwardsburg with your Penny Sunday donations. 
 
 

 Thank you for your support! We couldn’t do our ministry without you! 

YEAR-END DONATIONS 

Here are the ways that your donation to Hope can still be included on your 2019 donation 

statement, per the IRS: 

• Put your donation in the last Sunday offering of the year, which is December 29th. 

• Drop off your donation to the church office on December 31 between 8:30 am and 2:00 

pm. 

• Make sure that your donation is post-marked on or before December 31 and send it to 

      P O Box 624, Edwardsburg, MI 49112 



PAGE 6 

PICK/SHARE BOOK CLUB 

2020 Giving Envelopes & 

 Electronic Giving Options 

If you would like a package of pre-numbered weekly giving 

envelopes for 2020, please request them on your connection 

card in the weekly bulletin or leave a message at 269-663-

5321 x 6.  Envelopes are available by the music room with 

the Christmas cards.  

If you would like to make your donation to Hope automati-

cally, here are several options.   

• Set up an automatic payment from your checking ac-

count to Hope using your online banking account. 

Sign up for Electronic Giving through our website: http://
www.hope-umc.us/  .  Click on the green online giving 
button to go to the secure website to set up giving from your 
bank account, debit card or credit card.  If you need any as-
sistance getting this set-up, Dawn would be happy to help 
you.  Contact her at 269-663-5321 x 6. 
Thank you for helping share the good news of Jesus! 

Seven of us went to Bacon Hill Kitchen and Pub at 4000 E Bristol Street in Cobble-
stone Crossing in Elkhart for lunch. It spe- cializes in pulled pork sandwiches and unusual 
cuisine. We didn’t have room for dessert, but the menu pictures looked decadently delicious. 

Sherry finished reading To Know Her by Name by Lori Wick, the middle book of a 
Rocky Mountain Memory Series. The first book is Whispers by Moonlight and the last book is 
Promise Me Tomorrow. All three books are set in the west at the time of the Civil War. In To 
Know Her by Name McKay Harington is a Treasury Department agent who finds himself criti-
cally wounded after chasing and killing an outlaw in the Boulder foothills. It’s an intriguing story 
of love, intrigue, and faith. Gwen donated the book to our library. It’s also available in the Cass 
District Library. Sherry also read the second Amish Witness Protection novel, Amish Safe House, 
by Debby Giusti. After her son witnesses a gang murder, Julia Bradford’s family hides in a quiet 
Amish community. Can the ex-cop turned Amish protector save her family as danger closes 
in? It’s a quick read to find out. 

Carole is continuing to read What She Knew by Lisa Jewell. Rachel Jenner was walking is a Bristol park with her eight 
year old son, Ben, when he asks if he can run ahead. It’s a mysterious thriller full of psychological suspense. 

Bonnie is continuing to read The Bishop’s Daughter by Wanda Brunstetter. It’s the third in the series the Daughters of 
Lancaster County Series. Leona is Bishop Jacob Weaver’s daughter and a teacher in a one-room Amish schoolhouse. Her faith is 
challenged after her father has a tragic accident. She becomes attracted to an “Englisher” Jimmy Scott when he is hired to paint 
the schoolhouse. There are secrets and miracles in this story for the people of Lancaster County. 

Gwen shared her book, The Sacred Romance: Drawing Closer to the heart of God, by John Eldridge. She read several 
inspiring passages from the book. This book is the story of our lives; it is God’s story. It is His invitation to experience His unfath-
omable love for us. 

After she finishes reading the book, It Takes a School by Jonathan Starr, Marti will be donating it to Hope’s library. Her 
niece Andra Erenkranz mailed it as a gift after Thanksgiving. While at her niece’s home, Marti met several students who have 
benefitted from the extraordinary American school in Somaliland. It’s an inspirational mission started by Jonathan who moved to 
Somaliland and donated half a million dollars of his own money to begin a school for brilliant kids who otherwise wouldn’t have a 
chance. 

She also enjoyed an Agatha Christie book, And Then There Were None. First there were ten guests invited to a private 
island, each one marked for murder. The ending is a complete surprise because if all the guests are dead, who was the killer? This 
classic novel was also made into a movie and a play.  
 Our “On your honor” check out system is for you to choose a book, take it home, enjoy reading it, then return it to the 
book drop box between the office and Community Room doors and we will reshelf it.  

The next meeting for the Pick/Share a Book club will be January 15. Join us at 11:00AM at Hope to decide where to go 
to eat. You may pick a book of your own to share or just come to lunch for fellowship and interesting conversation. 


