
HOPE GOOD NEWS 
February 2020 

Dear Hope Family, 
 

Back in 2018, our Leadership Team voted to use part of our Transition Funds from Project Hope 1.0 to update 
our worship spaces.  We have completed our project on Reese Hall for contemporary worship and construction is 
now underway in our worship space in building 1 for traditional worship.  Our hope and prayer is that we might 
make our traditional space feel more time honored and meditative, and thus conducive to real heartfelt tradi-
tional worship. 
 

This project will involve fresh paint, new carpet squares (the costliest part of the job), raising the back wall of our 
chancel area and dropping the hallway ceiling behind the wall.  The new chancel wall then be adorned with back 
lit stained-glass windows from the former Edwardsburg UMC building. 
 

In using these beautiful windows, we are looking back at our history and forward to the future at the same time.  
There are names of people from the past on many of the windows.  These windows were purchased to honor or 
remember a loved one.    
 

What a great study in Edwardsburg history!  Just like years ago, we want to offer you a chance to sponsor one of 
our windows in memory or honor of a loved one.  With your sponsorship, we will install a bronze plate that says 
something like “This window was sponsored in 2020 by (NAME) in honor or memory of (YOUR LOVED ONE).”  By 
sponsoring a window, you can be a huge part of our project.  The cost to sponsor a window is $500.00, which will 
cover work on the windows, backlighting, wiring and transformers for the lights.  At our informational meeting 
on January 9, 2 windows were sponsored and another shortly thereafter. There will be 16 windows in all, so if 
you want a chance to sponsor a window, there is time.  If the price is too steep, you can sponsor ¼ or ½ of a win-
dow. 
 

If you would like to sponsor a window, please note that on your connection card.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Jim Weingart @ 574-266-6410 or Dawn Weingart @ 269-663-5321 x 113. 
 

Please hold these things in your prayers. 
 

For Him, 
 

Pastor Scott 

6-week Real life Discipleship Group forming in March 
When: Thursdays from 6:30PM to 8PM 
Where: Hope church conference room 
Starting: Thursday, March 5  
Team Taught by Bonnie Morgan and Pastor Scott  
 
The training manual to REAL-LIFE DISCIPLESHIP provides 
guidance and insight to pastors, church leaders, and disci-
ples as they work to grow deeper in their faith. With a thor-
ough, results-oriented process that can be applied in other contexts and cul-
tures, this manual explains the necessary components of disciple-making so 
that every church member can play a part in reaching others for Christ.  
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NOTES FROM THE LEADERSHIP TEAM 
 

The Leadership Team elected Jim Ralph as Chairperson, Corey Sheets as Vice Chair-
person and Marti Bartels as Secretary. Additional appointments will be made during 
the February 12, 2020 meeting. 
 
The preliminary plan and budget for the Building 1 remodeling was presented and 
discussed. The remodeling is expected to begin after the January 12, 2020 meeting 
to discuss the plans with church members. 
 
Planning has started to have an “Under $100,000” celebration. The purpose is to celebrate reducing 
our mortgage to less than $100,000 and renew our commitment to pay off the mortgage AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE! 
 
Preliminary discussions were begun regarding a potential “Church Camping Weekend” to be held in 
the grounds behind the church in June. Please feel free to share your thoughts on this idea with Jim 
Ralph or any Leadership Team Member! 
 
The Leadership Team discussed the current developments regarding the potential separation of the 
United Methodist Church. The Leadership Team decided that no action is required until the General 
Conference is held from May 5-15, 2020 and a final decision is made regarding the future direction 
of the church. The Leadership Team will continue to monitor the situation. 

2019 Year End Statements 
Thank you for the financial support of the Ministries at 
Hope.  The 2019 donations statements were emailed, 
printed and distributed mid-January.  If you have any 
questions concerning your statement, please contact 
the office at 269-663-5321x6 and leave a message for 
Dawn. 
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Keep our Service People in Prayer 
 
Joshua Adams, Charles Berry, Matt Bowman,  Andre 
Brower, Phil Bryden, Sam Chaput, Jonathan Ditson,  
James Galloway, Justin Gerou, Dakota Kizer,  Andrea 
Long, Alyssa Malott,, Jay Moore, Brandon Morgan,  
Jessica Ramus, Jason Salter,  Dylan Smallwood, Jeff 
Starr, and Tyler Wilson. 

SHUT-IN PRAYERS 
Those Hope members listed below are restricted to home 
or nursing facility. The term 
shut-in reflects that their condi-
tion warrants “shut inside” or 
not able to leave the home on a 
regular basis. Should you have 
additional people to add to the 
list please call the church at 269
-663-5321 Ext. 2. 
Please remember these people in prayer: Bob Fuller, John 
Helvey, Ardith & Carl Higley, Verlaine Hoffman, Sherry 
Leininger, Beth Mann and Grace Werner. 

TOM REA  2/01 
JOYCE WARD  2/02 
LYDIA GOULD  2/03 
JUSTIN ROSS  2/03 
NANCY LOOTENS  2/04 
BREENA MAPLES  2/05 
KELLY MORTIMER 2/05 
FLORENCE GORDON 2/05 
CHUCK ORTH  2/05 
MARY CATHLEEN JONES 2/06 
BENTLEY CARLYLE 2/07 
PATTY JOHNSON  2/09 
SAMUEL DeYOUNG 2/10 
NORMA BOONE  2/10 
JASON UDELL  2/10 
KELLY DUIS  2/13 
BETTY BRADY   2/13 
JILL GARDNER KAYNER 2/15 
SUE BURKS  2/17 
CAITLIN WYANT  2/17 
CALIANA MANFRED 2/18 
CHASE MANFRED  2/18 
JOHN BLOUGH  2/18 
BERNICE PELMEAR 2/20 
SANDY RYDER  2/23 
ERIC TROSPER  2/24 
BRONWYN TAFUNAI 2/25 
HEAVEN GRISSINGER 2/26 

DELLA & DENNIS HOLDREAD 2/04 
SHARYN & JAMES SNYDER 2/21 
MARJE & TOM REA  2/23 
SUSIE & DAVID HENDRICKS 2/28 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Craft night is coming on Friday, February 7, from 6pm - 
Midnight.  Join us whenever you’re available.  Bring a pro-
ject, a beverage and a snack to share.  Friends are always 
welcome.  We’re collecting personal care items for the 
Food Pantry, if anyone would like to donate. 

CRAFT NIGHT 
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“I don’t DO toilets!!” 
 How many times have 
you heard or said that state-
ment? Cleaning toilets is disgusting 
and gross.  You don’t know how 
long anyone has sat on it or what 
was put into it. Ick! 

 
As I was cleaning the toilets at church this week, I was 
reminded that someone who doesn’t know Jesus might 
just use it. There are people that use our building during 
the week or come on Sunday mornings that don’t know 
that Jesus loves them. It might seem strange, but people 
can decide whether they will return or not based on how 
clean the bathrooms are. If they are dirty, it may mean 
we don’t care about our building, so they think we won’t 
care about the people who visit our space either.  
 
Another thought came to me while on my knees cleaning 
toilets…Jesus also cleaned. In John 13:5 we read that 
Jesus “poured water into a basin and began to wash his 
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was 
wrapped around Him.” During Jesus’ time people walked 
everywhere. They didn’t have hiking boots or running 
shoes. They wore sandals. Their feet were dusty and who 
knows what they stepped in? Jesus humbled Himself. He 
knelt and washed their feet. Talk about disgusting and 
gross! 
 
Jesus washed His disciples’ feet to teach them about be-
ing servants. What does cleaning toilets teach us? It 
teaches us the same thing. There are times in our lives 
we need to clean something disgusting and gross, even 
messy so that others can see God’s love through us. It 
might not be a figurative toilet but something similar in 
nature. Maybe visiting someone shut-in or dropping off 
soup to someone with the flu. It could mean changing 
the oil in someone’s car or cleaning their gutters. Serv-
anthood can take on many different forms.  It is all about 
showing Jesus’ love to others. 
 
So, what toilet are you going to clean? How are you going 
to show others that you care enough about them to get 

“dirty”? When you stoop down, you show others 
what God’s love looks like. 
 
Your Servant, 
Carrie Otis, Hope’s Family Coordinator 
 
P.S. If you are out of ideas for serving please look me up 

at 616.307.8870. I might be able to come up with a sug-

gestion or two. 

Current Hope Financial Information 
Month of December Ministry Fund Summary 
Ministry Fund Donations:    $ 23,004 
Ministry Fund Expenses:  $-18,489  
Surplus for the Month: $   4,515        
 
Year to Date Shortfall after transfers $ -10,059 
 
All 2019 bills have been paid.  This includes paying 
100% of our 2019 Ministry Shares to the Michigan 
Conference of the United Methodist Church which 
totaled $34,747.  Our Ministry Fund balance has 
been reduced this year, but it is still at a healthy lev-
el at $31,504.  Thank you for your continued sup-
port! 
 
Mortgage Payment Update: 
 
Mortgage Payment Sources: 
December M&M Allocation:  
 $5,887.80 Regular Giving 

 
Current Mortgage Balance = $109,640 after the 
 January 2020 Payment.   
One year ago, our balance = $173,255.   
Five years ago, our balance = $414,265.   

Our projected payoff date is  
December 2021!   
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Dear Church Family, 
 

Grace and peace to you in the strong name of Jesus. 
 

Our denomination has been in the news lately.  Coverage of the issues has appeared in these publica-
tions: Christianity Today Magazine, Wall Street Journal, New York Times, Washington Post. 
 

I thought it might be helpful to offer some information, clarification, and context about what is happen-
ing and what it might mean for us. 
 

A plan for the separation of The United Methodist Church was announced January 2 through the Council of Bishops website. 
The proposal was the result of months of negotiation with key bishops and leaders of caucus groups. The process was aided 
by Kenneth Feinberg, a noted attorney and mediator.  Our bishop, Rev. David A. Bard, issued a brief statement reminding us 
that the plan is only a proposal that will come to General Conference 2020 in Minneapolis this May. But it does seem to have 
the prominent support needed for approval. 
 

Talk of division has become necessary because of significant differences of opinion about the role of Scripture in the life of 
the Church. One branch of our church believes we should offer same-sex weddings and appoint non-celibate gay clergy and 
bishops. The other side believes this to be contrary to Scripture and affirms human sexuality expressed within the context of 
marriage, defined as an enduring union between a man and a woman. The names “Progressive” and “Traditional” are often 
used to describe the two approaches. (This is not to be confused with matters concerning traditional vs. contemporary wor-
ship styles). Both sides agree we should love, protect, and minister to all. 
 

The interwoven design of our denomination makes it difficult for two different visions to coexist. The properties of each con-
gregation are tied to the conference which appoints and holds clergy accountable. We are inextricably connected… not just a 
voluntary association. Designed to make us more effective, this connectedness has also kept us in conflict for over forty 
years. The “pot boiled over” last February at a special General Conference called to settle the matter once and for all. 
 

It was voted by a 54% margin to uphold church teaching on marriage. Here in America the decision set off a firestorm of 
resistance. It has become clear to most that General Conference no longer governs the denomination. Something must give. 
The debate is distracting us from mission, depleting us of resources, and providing a poor Christian witness to the rest of the 
world. Although the church is growing worldwide, here in the U.S. we have experienced fifty years of unbroken decline. 
 

In the announced proposal, Traditionalists agree to leave The United Methodist Church to start a new denomination.  Other 
forms of Methodism may emerge as well. Our Leadership Team, under the direction of Jim Ralph, is in a season of prayer.  
We want to hear God’s voice and to keep the Hope Family together.  If the separation plan is approved in Minneapolis in 
May, we may have a decision to make.  These things are quite speculative and could be years down the road. 
 

It is my sincere desire that we all move into the future together. Hope United Methodist Church has been part of several 
denominational expressions over the years. Our former congregation was launched by the Methodist Episcopal Church, Ed-
wardsburg and the Evangelical United Brethren Church, Adamsville. In 1939 the northern and southern branches of Method-
ism reunited after 95-year split to become The Methodist Church. We became United Methodist in 1968 with a merger with 
the Evangelical United Brethren denomination. We can continue to be Hope United Methodist Church of Edwardsburg re-
gardless of affiliation. Titles aside, most people want to learn to follow Jesus and are not that interested in loyalty to a de-
nominational institution. 
 

You may want to check out these key links on the announced plan of separation on our conference website 
(www.michiganumc.org). We are not sure about the next step for our church.  Your leaders, I am sure, commit to keep you 
informed every step along the way. 
 

Would you join me in prayer and fasting for the future of Methodist Christianity? 2020 will no doubt be a remarkable year. 

 

Because People Need Jesus,  
 
Rev. Scott K. Otis, Pastor 
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PICK/SHARE BOOK CLUB 
January’s meeting was held at Salsa’s in Granger. They were very 

accommodating and let us have a large table in a back room where we 
enjoyed talking and eating in a private corner. 

Diana was eager to share her book, Flash: the Homeless Donkey 
Who Taught Me about Life, Faith and Second Chances by Rachel Anne 
Ridge. The forward was by Patricia Shearer, a popular speaker and Bible 
study author. In the book, Rachel focuses on the life lessons she and her 
family learned after rescuing a bedraggled and rambunctious, but loveable 
donkey. She includes scriptural references and a positive moral summary of 
each chapter. Check with Diana if you would like to borrow her book. 

 
Bonnie found a copy of Hans Brinker, or The Silver Skates by 

Mary Mapes Dodge written in 1865. 
She had read a condensed version when she 
was a child and was fasci- nated with the 
longer version that includ- ed more details of 
life in the Netherlands. It was also made in 
to a film in 1962 and there is a Disney version 
for TV. You may remember the story about 
the young hero who saved his country by 
putting his finger in the dyke to keep the ocean from flooding the land. 

Gwen read Bonnie’s book from last month, Life Was Simpler 
Then by Loula Grace Erdman. She also read an excerpt from David Jeremi-
ah’s series: Revealing the Mysteries of Heaven. He is an author and evange-
list who shares insightful answers to many common questions about heav-
en. She was amazed at his physical descriptions of heaven taken from Bibli-
cal references. 

Carrie and her daughter have shared over 70 hours of reading 
time on their Kindle and phone library accounts. She is currently reading 
Bible in a Year. She was surprised to learn that people didn’t eat meat be-
fore Noah. She also recommends the Cold Case suspense series by Dee 
Henderson that features Evie Blackwell as an Illinois State Police detective. 
Evie loves her life ….mostly. Dee has written 26 fiction and non-fiction 
books, several were on best-seller lists. 

Marti read two more books by mystery writer, Gilly MacMIllan.  
The Perfect Girl tells about a musical prodigy who caused a tragic car acci-
dent when she was 14. Her attempt at rebuilding her life and becoming 
part of a perfect family is thwarted by a parent of one of the victims. As 
always, in a MacMillan book, there is an unsettling twist at the end. In Odd 
Child Out a relationship develops between two young students, one a So-
malian immigrant and the other a boy dying of cancer. It also had an unex-
pected twist at the end, as all murder mysteries should. These books will 
be donated to our library. Find them on the shelf labeled “Recent Pick/
Share a Book Club Books” by the book drop. 

She also finished reading We Were the Lucky Ones by Georgia 
Hunter. It took a long time to finish reading because it was so emotionally 
exhausting. The cruelty of the Nazi regime was such a huge part of the 
story of the Jewish family’s survival it can only be absorbed in small doses. 
Georgia’s portrayal of the separation, hope, luck, destruction, and most 
remarkably the undying love of her family is amazing. Thank you, Ann Gus-
tafson, for sharing the book. 
 Our “On your honor” check out system is for you to choose a 
book, take it home, enjoy reading it, then return it to the book drop box 
between the office and Community Room doors and we will reshelve it.  

The next meeting for the Pick/Share a Book club will be February 

12. Join us at 11AM at Hope to decide where to go to eat. You may pick a 

book of your own to share or just come to lunch for fellowship and inter-

esting conversation. 



FINANCE QUESTIONS ???  
If you have a question about the how the 
church finances work, please contact Dawn 
Weingart at extension 6 or Pastor Scott at ex-
tension 8 at 269-663-5321. We also have sum-
maries in the office of the information that 
has been published in prior newsletters. 

 
               Use it; not refuse or abuse it 
 
In today's society news reports much 
abuse and turmoil. 
Whether home, on the road, in the work 
place or the chair. 
People in authority using power for their 
glory and power. 
Refusing to obey the call to help one 
another and to heal. 
 
We are all given the power to use, refuse or abuse our  
          special gift(s). 
How we use or hide these gifts is our free will to decide. 
We can make excuses, ignore it exists or turn away. 
How we use, refuse or abuse our free Godly gifts is ours. 
 
We can let our attitude rule our earthly and Spiritual lives. 
Responding with like emotions for like emotions to others.  
Judging each situation with a judgmental mind and heart. 
Striking out with words and actions that hurt and destroy. 
 
Or we can let our lives rule how we show our attitude. 
We may not know what others are dealing with today.  
Always reach out in kindness and show compassion. 
Thinking to help by listening or doing all in Godly Love. 
 
Our Spirit determines how we use, refuse or abuse. 
The gifts God gives us should live in our mind & heart. 
As well as sharing His Love with others for good for all. 
Always be willing to offer a kind word or pray for others. 
 
Sometimes I feel sad and would just like a warm hug 
Pain can envelop my body; I seek a compassionate word 
Joy may be in my heart and I just want to share it. 
Conversation may be all I'm seeking for my life's purpose. 

 
Through all the emotions and attitudes I should be a light. 
Jesus is the light and our life should show His light too. 
Willingly I should always want to be radiant to others. 
Unfortunately, My life doesn't always emit light to others. 
 
I am thankful that our God is a loving and forgiving God. 
When I refuse to follow His will for my life He still loves. 
When I take advantage of a situation I abuse His Gifts. 
God's heart can be of joy or sorrow based on our actions. 
 
 
May you recognize God's gifts in your life and 
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