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Dear Members and Friends of Hope United Methodist Church, 
 

As Chairperson of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee of our church, I have the responsibility to an-
nounce the appointment of our Pastor, Scott Otis, to the First United Methodist Church in Howell, 
Michigan, effective July 1, 2020.  This appointment has been made by our Bishop, David Bard, in con-
sultation with the Cabinet of the Michigan Conference.  The decision to appoint Pastor Scott to First 
United Methodist Church occurred after considerable prayer, discussion, and discernment.  Pastor 
Scott has agreed to accept this new appointment. 
 

In the coming weeks and months, we will have the opportunity to express our appreciation for Pastor 
Scott’s ministry in our midst.  There will be time to say our good-byes, and time to begin planning a 
welcome for the new person whom God will send to become our next Pastor. 
 

As United Methodists, we affirm with faithful understanding that we, the Church, are the Body of 
Christ.  It is Christ’s sustaining Spirit that will guide us in the days ahead.  We will trust and rely on 
Christ’s presence and grace during this time of transition. 
 

The Michigan Area Cabinet has been meeting with Bishop Bard and will soon be discerning the ap-
pointment of our new Pastor.  Please be in prayer for them, and for Pastor Scott, as he prepares to fol-
low Christ to new ministries ahead. 
 

in Christ’s service, 
 

Jim Ralph 
 

 

 

Dear Hope Family, 
 

By now you undoubtedly know about the transition that Hope and the Otis family face.  We just want 
to say thank you for your love and faithfulness over our time together.  You will remain in our hearts 
forever.  These things are beyond our understanding, but we pray our faith will grow through the pro-
cess.  One of my favorite verses is Proverbs 3:5-6 – “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”  
Please remember the words “trust & lean.” 
 

We love all of you and always will, 
 

Pastor Scott & Carrie 
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Current Hope Financial Information 
Month of January Ministry Fund Summary 
Ministry Fund Donations:     $ 20,890 
Ministry Fund Expenses:  $-19,963  
Surplus for the Month:  $       927        
 
Year to Date Surplus  $ 927 
 
All January bills have been paid.  Our Ministry Fund bal-
ance is at a healthy level at $32,431.  Thank you for 
your continued support! 

Mortgage Payment Update: 
 
Mortgage Payment Sources: 
January M&M Allocation: $3,983.07 Regular Giving 

   $1,026.93 Transfer from 
Small Groups Fund 
   $5,010.00 Total Payment 
 

Current Mortgage Balance = $104,501 after the Febru-
ary 2020 Payment.   
Our projected payoff date is December 2021!   

SANCTUARY REMODEL UPDATE 
 

Thank you so much for donating 

your time and talent to this project.  
We have had more than 2 dozen 
people help with various parts of the 
Sanctuary remodel.  We have had men, women and 
kids volunteering ranging in age from 4 to 80 years old.  
They have spent between a couple of hours painting to 
those who have worked over 100 hours over the last 6 
weeks.  Many hands make light work.  There is still 
more work to be done!  Contact the office 269-663-
5321x9 and leave a message, if you’d like to join one of 
the crews – painting, wall preparing, carpeting, electri-
cal, clean-up for service.  

 

FINANCE QUESTIONS???? 
 
If you have a question about the how the church financ-
es work, please contact Dawn Weingart at extension 6 
or Pastor Scott at extension 8 at 269-663-5321.   We also 
have summaries of the information that has been pub-
lished in prior newsletters in the office. 
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Keep our Service People in Prayer 
 

Joshua Adams, Charles Berry, Matt Bow-
man,  Andre Brower, Phil Bryden, Sam 
Chaput, Jonathan Ditson,  James Gallo-
way, Justin Gerou, Dakota Kizer,  Andrea 
Long, Alyssa Malott,  Josh Marner, Jay 
Moore, Brandon Morgan,  Jessica Ramus, 
Jason Salter,  Dylan Smallwood, Jeff Starr, 
and Tyler Wilson. 

SHUT-IN PRAYERS 
Those Hope members listed below are restricted to home or 
nursing facility. The term shut-in reflects that their condi-
tion warrants “shut inside” or 
not able to leave the home on a 
regular basis. Should you have 
additional people to add to the 
list please call the church at 269
-663-5321 Ext. 2. 
Please remember these people 
in prayer: Bob Fuller, John Helvey, Ardith & Carl Higley, 
Verlaine Hoffman, Sherry Leininger, Beth Mann and Grace 
Werner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Craft night is coming on Friday, March 6 from 
6pm - Midnight.  Join us whenever you’re available.  
Bring a project, a beverage and a snack to share.  
Friends are always welcome.  We’re collecting snack 

KATHY & MICHAEL HARTING  3/04 
CHARLENA & BRETT MAPLES  3/09 
HEIDI & RYAN BENTZER  3/21 
KAY & BILL McNIFF   3/30 

DEB LANG  3/01 
STEVE LEIST  3/02 
SPENCER BEEHLER 3/02 
MIRANDA ANDERSON 3/02 
SHARON MORGAN 3/02 
PEGGY JENSEN  3/03 
ERIC FRIES  3/03 
NANCY BOWMAN 3/04 
LILA BLOUGH  3/05 
JACK GOULD  3/05 
LAMAR STUMP  3/06 
CHANDLER SHEETS 3/07 
AJ FROST  3/07 
RICHARD LAWSON 3/08 
LANA OLEJNIK  3/08 
EVAN STRONG  3/09 
LAURYN CORP  3/10 
DAVID MORTIMER 3/10 
DONELDA LOHR  3/11 
TIM PELMEAR  3/12 
MACKENZIE FLICK 3/13 
NANCY MEAD  3/14 
JENA BERLIN  3/16 
BOB MORGAN  3/16 
DIANE ENDRES  3/22 
TOM BLUNIER  3/23 
RONDA FAHEY  3/24 
PAULA RALPH  3/24 
MILLIE GRISSINGER 3/25 
DEVON TRUEX JR  3/25 
MATT WEILER  3/26 
ALLISON KOONTZ  3/27 
SHAWNA LaPORTE 3/27 
BRAD STRYKER  3/28 
JEFF VIRGIL  3/28 
SUSIE HENDRICKS 3/29 
AARON DITSON  3/30 
KEITH MILLER  3/30 
STEVE PURVIS  3/30 
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PICK/SHARE BOOK CLUB 

          Questions or Answers? 
 
At night as pain sets in the tears 
begin to flow. 
No matter how I try, I can find no 
comfort way. 
Tossing and turning; my mind seek-
ing some relief. 
I wonder what this life has in store 
for tomorrow. 
 
As daylight comes I welcome the change with hope. 
This day - will it lead to happiness or challenging tears? 
Uncertainty claims my mind and clouds heart’s hope. 
My heart says hang on; my body encompasses the 
pain. 
 
The day carries its own set of unknown challenges. 
Sometimes I stumble and fall, a new bruise to add. 
Some days I spend in my lounge chair doing games. 
Questions are left in my heart after the day’s end. 
 
I try to obey God’s commands left for our good. 
Him I put first and try to honor Him each and every 
day. 
One day I try to rest totally, but the pain creeps in. 
Again my heart asks "Where is Hope to be found?" 
 
My dreams they seem to all fall short of reality. 
My mind and heart search God's will for my life. 
I ask for relief so I can focus on today's chores. 
Today will end as before while questions exist. 
 
We’re told to have trust, have faith and believe  
Pray and seek the Lord with all our mind and heart. 
God is in control and wants good to come for our life. 
Questions and doubts erode hope and Spiritual health . 
 
I pray if you have days like this you can find 
comfort in knowing Jesus suffered and died  
for us and God the father  still Loves us. 
   
  Deb and Tony L.ang 

Bonnie shared the remarkable book, Henry, by 
Katrina Shawver. It’s a true story about Katrina’s neighbor, 
a Polish swimmer, who lived through WWII in Bulgaria. He 
survived three concentration camps, including Auschwitz. 
She also shared Noel Street, by one of her favorite au-
thors, Richard Paul Evans. It explores the deeper meaning 
of Christmas and asks what it truly means to love and for-
give. 

Carrie was able to read during vacation in the car 
the book, Love Finds You in Macanaw Island, by Melanie 
Dobson. It is an historical romantic fiction set in a beautiful 
time and place. 

Our author friend Melinda was able to join us. 
She has written, illustrated and published several books, 
including My Inner Studio. It’s autobiographical in that it 
deals with the loss of her daughter. She also recommend-
ed other books: What Christians Need to Know About 
Muslims published by Global Ministries; Conquering Lying 
Vanities by Balikoowa Joshua (it explores the truth that 
true life-satisfaction is found only in God); and In the Mo-
ment by Karen Kingsbury. It’s a religious fiction book about 
a principal who successfully starts a prayer program in an 
Indianapolis school 

Sherry enjoyed reading The Land by Mildred Tay-
lor. It’s based on a true story and is the fifth and final book 
of a series about Cassie’s grandfather as he grows from a 
nine-year-old to a young man. Another book she’s recom-
mend is by Lori Wick. In it Rusty is working in an orphan-
age. The Lori wick book, Promise Me Tomorrow, finishes 
the RockyMountain Memories series of four books.  

Colleen read aloud from Ludwig von Beethoven’s 
love letter in the book Love Letters of Great Men and 
Women. He used phrases like “immortal beloved.” It would 
be an inspiration for Valentine’s Day. 

Marti read Draining the Styx:Taking the Mystery 
out of Death and Hell by Shawn Boonstra. He is the 
speaker and director of The Voice of Prophecy radio pro-
gram. He discusses views of death, beginning with Socra-
tes up to current day beliefs. He starts with, “Life is hard, 
then you die.” He searches for Biblical truth about death. 
She also read 90 Minutes in I Heaven by Don Piper, an 
ordained minister. He was thought dead for 90 minutes 
after a car crash and experienced heaven. When he woke 
up he lived through hell. His story of coping with a life of 
pain after experiencing heaven is thought provoking and 
inspiring. Would you want to come back? 

Her daughter loaned her psychological thriller, 
Sometimes I Lie, by Alice Feeney. It’s vividly and complex-
ly written. It may be a New York Times best seller, but too 
dark for her to recommend. 
 Our “On your honor” check out system is for you 
to choose a book, take it home, enjoy reading it, then re-
turn it to the book drop box between the office and Com-
munity Room doors and we will reshelve it.   
 
The next meeting for the Pick/Share a Book club will be 
March11. Join us at 11:00 a.m. at Hope to decide where to 
go to eat. You may pick a book of your own to share or 
just come to lunch for fellowship and interesting conversa-
tion. 

February’s meeting was held at Papa Vino’s 
in Mishawaka. Seven of us just fit around the round 
table in the back corner. As usual the food was deli-
cious and conversation was enjoyably nonstop. 
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VILLAGE RECEIVES   
AMERICA IN BLOOM 

GRANT 
 

Edwardsburg and Ontwa 
Township have received a 
$25,000 grant from Canadian National Railways 
to improve the area east of the tracks on M-62 
between US12 and Elkhart Road beginning this 
spring. The grant calls for a 100% match which 
means our community must raise another 
$25,000 which will be used for all aspects of the 
project.  
 
You can see the landscape design on the Village 
website (www.villageofedwardsburg.org) 
where donation forms and more information 
are available. At a community meeting in 
March attendees will view images of the pro-
posed project and learn detailed plans. Thanks 
to all who have worked to bring this major im-
provement to our area.   
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2020 HOPE RUMMAGE SALE! 
 
It is time! The bi-annual Hope rummage sale is com-
ing! Every other year Hope hosts the largest church 
rummage sale in the area. 2018 was the largest to 
date. 
 

Drop off dates are: 
During services on Sunday, April 26 and then 3PM-
6PM 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday April 27-29  
from 8-5 
Arrangements can be made for special drop off 
times. 
 
Depending on donations we may have an Early Bird 
Sale with a $2 entry fee Wednesday, April 29 from 5-
7PM. 
 

Sale Dates: 
Thursday and Friday, April 30 and May 1 from 7-4 
Saturday, May 2 from 8-2 
 

How can you help make this year’s sale  
the best yet? 

 
1. Donate anything sellable — furniture, clothes, 

toys, books, collectibles, electronics (NO old 
TV’s) 

2. Ask your friends and family to donate. Hope 
helps the community and this is a great way to 
give back. 

3. Bake items for the bake sale. We sell out every-
day. Cookies, brownies, bread, cake, pie 

4. Come help set up and organize. The more orga-
nized the sale is, the more we will sell. 

5. Hang up a flyer at your work, share the sale on 
Facebook, tell your friends and family.  

6. COME SHOP  
 

Questions? Call or text Kelly Long at 574-370-8580 
 


