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Greetings to you, Friends of Hope, in the glorious name of our Risen Savior!  

 

 Well, even with all the recent announcements, meetings, visits, and the “this will be the 

last of these” type events, moving didn’t seem real until I packed my office today. 

 

We are committed to packing with the intent of not taking anything we don’t need. That means 

taking the time to touch and wonder about each piece. And in my office that means taking a 

slow rewind journey through my time here at Hope. With every paper I’ve written, every letter 

I’ve received, every sermon worksheet, every funeral bulletin, every meeting agenda I’ve scrib-

bled notes on, every book I’ve read, and every trinket I’ve kept, I am reminded of all that we 

wave done, all the love we’ve shared, and all that we have been through in the last three years.  

 

While I can’t fully articulate each memory here, I would like to express my collective sense of the 

time we’ve shared: It hasn’t been easy, but, as they say, nothing worth doing ever is. I have 

grown in my relationship with Christ here, and I hope the same for you. I have deeply experi-

enced the presence of God in both worship spaces, consistently, and I pray the same for you. My 

family has felt welcomed here, every day, without question. There is a sense of momentum with-

in the ministries of Hope that I find encouraging and I am proud to pass on. And, while my time 

here certainly wasn’t perfect, I wouldn’t change a thing.  

 

To those of you who have steadily supported and encouraged me, the church, and my style of 

ministry, and to those who never gave me a real chance, and to those who stuck it out even if I 

wasn’t your ‘cup of tea’, and to those who pledged their unwavering support and then seemingly 

vanished, and to those who were glad that we tackled tough topics, and to those who weren’t, 

and to those who found hope and encouragement in Christ here, and to those who continued in, 

or stepped into new forms of serving the church, and to everyone in between: I have led you and 

loved you the best way I knew how, and though I will no longer lead you, I will continue to love 

you! 

 

“Peace I leave with you; My peace I give you.” – Jesus 
Continued Blessings, 

Pastor Nate Starkey 
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 The stained glass windows 
from the 1892 original Edwards-
burg UMC are now for sale to Hope 
UMC members.  Each window is 
$250 for church members.  They 
are displayed in Reese Hall and giv-
en an unique letter ID for ease of 
purchase.  Contact Jim Weingart at 
574-361-3483 (cell) to purchase a 
window!   

First come, first served.  All remain-
ing window will be available to the 
public for purchase starting July 1. 

MAY LT MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT:  The LT reviewed the Financial Information, as 
provided by Dawn, and noted that finances are improving and remain sta-
ble.  As the parsonage will soon become vacant, and the incoming pastor 
does not require housing, the LT discussed proposed rental of the current 
parsonage. 
 
TRUSTEE REPORT:  Sale of the remaining stained-glass windows will be on the agenda at 
the next Trustee meeting.  Pastor Nate will be providing a punch list of items to be addressed 
at the parsonage, and a walk-through for the Trustees is scheduled. 
 
SPRC REPORT: Employee Job Descriptions will be one of the items on the agenda of the 
next SPRC Meeting. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Five girls from Hope UMC recently attended Confirmation Camp at 

Lake Michigan, and two consecutive Confirmation Sundays have been scheduled to accommo-
date Confirmation vows of these girls! The recent Bingo Night at the church was a success and  
plans for Hope’s participation in the Memorial Day Parade are underway.  Volunteers are still 

needed to assume the responsibilities for preparation of the Communion elements.  Incoming 
Pastor, Rob Snodgrass, has been invited and will be attending the June LT Meeting on June 14. 

Own a Piece of 
Edwardsburg 
UMC History!   

FATHERS’ DAY 
Sunday, June 18 

 
 
 

Good Friday Ecumenical 
Service Offering of $671 
was sent to support the 

Edwardsburg  
Food Pantry.  
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DIANA GRAHAM   6/01 
GWEN JUIP   6/02 
KELLY LONG   6/02 
JENNIFER KENDALL   6/03 
STEPHANIE KOONTZ  6/03 
JEFF HUFFMAN   6/04 
LUCAS BENTZER   6/04 
JULIE STACK   6/05 
DEE VANDEVEIRE   6/05 
MARITA ENGLISH   6/06 
SUE KOONTZ   6/06 
CAMERON OSWALT   6/07 
BRENDA GORDON   6/07 
SABRINA MANSELL   6/07 
CRISTOFER WEINGART  6/08 
AMBER MILLER   6/08 
HEATHER SCHMIDTENDORFF  6/09 
JOYCE WESTFALL   6/10 
MANDY FLICK   6/11 
AUSTIN LEE WILLIAMSON  6/12 
BOB STRAKA   6/12 
MARGE NURTON   6/16 
ASHLEY SCHUMAN   6/17 
SHIRLEY BEHRMAN   6/17 
CONNOR WYANT   6/17 
AGGIE BUSSEN   6/18 
LILA ANN BENTZER   6/18 
ETHAN MANSELL   6/19 
JIM WEINGART   6/19 
BARBARA WESTFALL  6/19 
COLLEEN HARRIS   6/20 
ROGER FLEMING   6/21 
ETHAN KLEIN   6/22 
MEGHAN CLAIRDAY    6/22 
MEGAN ANDERSON   6/23 
CODY GARVIN   6/23 
KATHE J SNODGRASS  6/23 
SHEILA WEAVER   6/24 
SYLVIA TAELMAN   6/24 
SARAH MANSELL   6/24 
RYAN DEW   6/25 
CASEY REESE STRONG  6/25 
ROBERT RICHARDSON  6/25 
ERIN BURKS YODER  6/26 
MATT FLICK   6/27 
AMBER COWLEY   6/27 
BRADEN GRIMAN   6/27 
JO MACUMBER   6/28 
SALLY BLUNIER   6/30 

 
COLLEEN & TOM HARRIS                6/10 
NANCY & LARRY BOWMAN               6/11 
TRACEY BUNNELL & COLIN MURPHY 6/14  
MANDY & MATT FLICK                6/15 
KAREN & DEVON TRUEX JR               6/15 
MICHELLE & STEVE GRUVER               6/17 
SANDY & ROGER FLEMING               6/21 
PEGGY & BILLY JENSEN                6/23 
NANCY & CLARK MEAD                6/25 
SHARON & BOB MORGAN               6/30 

 PASTOR NATE  will 
preach his last Sunday at 
Hope on June 11. Following 
second service we will have a 
luncheon to say good bye and 
thank you to the Starkey fam-
ily.  
 
 
 

PASTOR ROB SNODGRASS will begin his 
ministry with us on July 2. He is all ready work-
ing towards a smooth transition to Hope and get-
ting to know us. Pastor Rob and Kathe will not 
need Hope's parsonage, so the Trustees are work-
ing to have it rented. 
 
SUSAN Rinehart  
SPRC Chair 
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Month of April Ministry Fund Summary 
Ministry Fund Donations:   $ 20,319 
Ministry Fund Expenses: $-16,516  
Surplus for the Month:  $    3,803              
 
Monthly Budget = $17,675 
 
Shortfall YTD: -$1,924 
 
All April bills have been paid.  Our Ministry Fund 
balance is $93,794.  Thank you for your continued 
support! 

FINANCE QUESTIONS????? 
 
If you have a question about the how the church 
finances work, please contact Dawn Weingart at 
extension 6 or Pastor Nate at extension 8 at 269-
663-5321.   We also have summaries of the infor-
mation that has been published in prior news-
letters in the office. 

CURRENT HOPE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

April Mortgage & Mission Fund Allocation: 
   $164.14 Missions 
   $998.58 Parsonage Mortgage 
$1,078.66 Capital Improvements 
$2,241.38 Total Donations 
 
Parsonage Mortgage Update: 
   $998.58 Regular Mortgage Payment - Mortgage Fund 
 
Current Parsonage Mortgage Balance = $123,403 after 
the May 2023 Payment.   
Our projected payoff date is August 2036, which is 45 
months earlier than the original payoff date! 

The Good News is Great News here at Hope! 

 
 As many of you know, last month we were blessed with your generous 
Penny Sunday donations to send 5 of our youth and a chaperone (thank you Amy 
Starkey) to a Weekend Confirmation Camp at Lake Michigan Camp and Retreat 
Center. The program gave them a wonderful opportunity to meet new friends, get 
to know each other better, be in awe of nature, and to explore their faith. Over 
the weekend, and amidst a variety of games, activities, worship, food, and rest, 
they learned about church history, biblical truths, the offer of salvation through 
Christ Jesus, and their own position within the Kingdom of God. 
 
We are very happy to announce that all five of those teens have now Confirmed their Baptism and 
become members of the United Methodist Church through Hope UMC! Please continue to lift 
them up in prayer and support the continued growth and development of their faith and future 
leadership within the church! 
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 Insert an "I" in each sentence below and see 
how you score yourself. 
 
Am a child of God.    Am helped by God. 
Am a temple where God dwells.       Am 
loved. 
Am not condemned by God.    Am adopt-
ed by God 
Am an ambassador of God.    Am the salt of 

the earth. 
Am a branch on the vine of God.    Am justified. 
Am chosen to bear fruit.   Am blessed by God. 
Am made righteous before God.    Am forgiven. 
Am blameless and beyond reproach.    Am saved. 
Have access to God's wisdom.      Am light of the world. 
Am a joint heir with Christ.     Am sanctified. 
Am a friend of God and Jesus.    Am redeemed. 
Am untouchable by the enemy.     Am saved. 
Am one spirit with the Lord.    Am predestined. 
Am firmly rooted and build up in Christ. 
Am a reader of His word.     Am a helper for others. 
 
 
We are truly blessed by God and He wants to 
share His Heavenly home with us.   May each of 
you help others want to seek this same Heavenly 

home. — Tony and Deb Lang 
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